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FORM F3 

(RULE 4-1 (1))

No.

Registry

In the Supreme Court of British Columbia

Claimant:

Respondent:

NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM

This family law case has been started by the claimant(s) for the relief set out in section 4 below.

If you intend to respond to this family law case, you or your lawyer must

(a) file a response to family claim in Form F4 in the above-named registry of this court within 30 days 

      after the date on which this copy of the filed notice of family claim was served on you, and 

(b) serve a copy of the filed response to family claim on the claimant.

If you intend to make a counterclaim, you or your lawyer must

(a) file a response to family claim in Form F4 and a counterclaim in Form F5 in the above-named registry 

      of this court within 30 days after the date on which this copy of the  filed notice of family claim was 

      served on you, and 

(b) serve a copy of the filed response to family claim and counterclaim on the claimant and  on any new 

      parties named in the counterclaim.

Orders, including orders granting the relief claimed, may be made against you if you fail to file the  

response to family claim within the 30 day period referred to above.

1     Information about the parties

[Complete the following for each claimant.]

The claimant, 

[name]

, is

[briefly indicate this person’s relationship to other  

parties to this family law case]

[Complete the following for each respondent.]

The respondent, 

[name]

, is

[briefly indicate this person’s relationship to other  

parties to this family law case]

2     Spousal relationship history  
 

nathaniel.russell
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nathaniel.russell

JP Boyd
Style of Cause
The style of cause is the top part on the first page of the Notice of Family Claim, where it says the court file number, the name of the court registry, your name and the other party's name, and "In the Supreme Court of British Columbia." This information will be given, in the same order, on all of the court forms you or the other side will use.

JP Boyd
Names
You are supposed to type out your full name and your ex's full name, including middle names. But here's a tip. If your names are spelled wrong in your marriage certificate, type out your names exactly as it says on the marriage certificate. Add "also known as" behind the misspelt name, and then type out the property spelling. For example, "John Quentinn Smith also known as John Quentin Smith." Not using the names given on the marriage certificate can cause problems when you're asking for a divorce order.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Names 

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Style of Cause
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       [Complete this section if a claimant and a respondent are or have been married or are or have been in a  

           marriage-like relationship.]

[Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

The claimant, 
[name of claimant]

, and the respondent, 
[name of respondent]

began to live together in a marriage-like relationship on

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

were married on 

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

separated on 

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

were divorced from each other by order made on

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

3     Prior court proceedings and agreements  

         [Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

There is no prior agreement, court order or court proceeding relating to any of the claims made in this 

notice of family claim

[OR]

One or more of the following relates to claims made in this notice of family claim:

a written agreement dated 

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

a court order dated 

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

a prior court proceeding: 

Court Registry:

Court File Number:

JP Boyd
Spousal Relationship History
You only need to fill out the parts that apply. If you were never married or never got divorced, for example, leave those check boxes blank and don't add any dates. If you and the other party never married and never lived together, leave the whole paragraph blank.

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
This paragraph is asking you to describe any old order or agreements you and your ex might have, but only the ones that are relevant to your case. Criminal orders or orders about the adoption of a child, for example, are not relevant. However, if you have a marriage agreement or a separation agreement, or an order made between you in the Provincial Court or in another province, those are the things you should be talking about. The orders that you should list are final orders, or if there is no final order, then the last interim orders that were made.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Prior Court Proceedings and Agreements

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Spousal Relationship History
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4     The Claimant's Claims  
         [Check the correct box(es) and complete and attach the required Schedules.]

An order for divorce – [complete and attach Schedule 1]

An order respecting child(ren) – [complete and attach Schedule 2]

An order for spousal support – [complete and attach Schedule 3]

An order relating to family property and family debt – [complete and attach Schedule 4]

Another order – [complete and attach Schedule 5]

An order for costs

5     Place of trial will be:
[name of registry]

6     The address of the registry is Registry, 

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
If you're starting the claim, the place of trial is the name of the town or city where you'll be filing your claim.
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7     The Claimant's address for service is 

       [Set out the street address of the address for service. One or both of a fax number and an e-mail address may be 

          given as additional addresses for service.]

Address for service:

Fax number address for service (optional):

E-mail address for service (optional):

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:

Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]

If in this family law case a claim is made under the Family Law Act and the claimant is 

represented by a lawyer, the lawyer must complete the following certificate.

LAWYER’S CERTIFICATE (FAMILY LAW ACT , s. 8(2))

I, , lawyer for 

certify that, in accordance with section 8 (2) of the Family Law Act,  I have

(a) discussed with the party the advisability of using various types of family dispute resolution to resolve 

      the matter, and (b) informed the party of the facilities and other resources, known to me, that may be 

available to assist 

       in resolving the dispute.

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:

Signature of lawyer

[type or print name]
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FORM F3 

(RULE 4-1 (1))

In the Supreme Court of British Columbia

Registry

No.

Claimant:

Respondent:

SCHEDULE 1 – DIVORCE 
THIS IS SCHEDULE 1 TO THE CLAIMANT’S NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM.

1     Personal Information

Claimant Respondent

Birthdate [dd/mmm/yyyy]:

Ordinarily resident in British Columbia  

since [dd/mmm/yyyy]:

Surname at birth:

Surname immediately before marriage:

Marital status immediately before marriage:

Place of marriage:  

[city or town; province or state; country]

City:

Canada USA Other

Prov/State: Country:

2     Grounds for the claimant's claim for divorce

The claimant asks for an order for divorce on these grounds:  

[if divorce is claimed as s result of having lived separate and apart, complete paragraph (i)]

Divorce is claimed as a result of having lived separate and apart.

Divorce is claimed on grounds other than having lived separate and apart.

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
You only need to fill out this schedule if you're asking for a divorce. If you and the other party were never legally married, or if you're married but don't want a divorce for some reason, skip the entire schedule.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Schedule 1: Divorce

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 1: "Personal Information"

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 2: "Grounds for the Claimant's Claim for Divorce"

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Orders Available in this Schedule · Divorce

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
The information required for "ordinarily resident in British Columbia since" is the date when you started to live full-time in the province.

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
If you're asking for a divorce for a reason other than separation, the information needed for "other grounds" is either "adultery" or "cruelty making continued cohabitation impossible."
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Divorce claimed as a result of having lived separate and apart.

(i) The claimant and his or her spouse have  

lived separate and apart since
[dd/mmm/yyyy]

AND 

[Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete the required information.]

the claimant and his or her spouse have not lived together since then

the claimant and his or her spouse  have lived together again during the following period(s),  

in an unsuccessful attempt to reconcile:

From:      to:

From:      to:

From:      to:

[if more space is required - attach page and state "See Attached"]

Divorce claimed on grounds other than having lived separate and apart.   

[if divorce is claimed on grounds other than having lived separate and apart, complete paragraph (ii) by 

checking both of the following boxes and completing the required information.]

(ii) Other grounds, under section 8 (2) (b) of the Divorce Act (Canada): 

AND

the claimant has not condoned any act relied on under section 8 (2) (b) of the Divorce Act 

(Canada) as a ground for divorce.

3     The claimant confirms that:  
        [The claimant seeking an order for divorce must check both of the following boxes.]

There is no possibility of reconciliation.

There has been no collusion, as defined in section 11 (4) of the Divorce Act (Canada), in relation to 

this claim for divorce.
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4     Proof of marriage  
        [Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete any required information.]

A certificate of marriage or of registration of marriage

[and translation]

 has been filed

A certificate of marriage or registration of marriage is not being filed with this notice of family claim

because

[state the reason]

and the certificate will be filed before this claim is set down for trial or an application is made for an 

order of divorce

It is impossible to obtain a certificate of marriage or registration of marriage because:

[state the reason]
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5     Children  
        [Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete any required information.]

There are no children of the marriage as defined by the Divorce Act (Canada)

[OR]

The children of the marriage are:

Child's Full Legal Name 

 (Surname,  First  Second  Third)
Birth Date Resides with

Date:

[dd/mmm/yyyy]
Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 5: "Children"

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
In this paragraph, you are supposed to write out the full names and birth dates your children, which includes adopted children and any children you or your ex brought into your marriage. You don't have to include adult children unless they are still dependent on you or your ex and cannot support themselves.
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The following certificate must be completed for each party to a divorce claim who is represented by a lawyer. 

  

LAWYER’S CERTIFICATE (DIVORCE ACT (CANADA), S. 9)
I, , lawyer for 

[name of party]

certify that I have complied with section 9 of the Divorce Act (Canada), which says:

9  (1) It is the duty of every barrister, solicitor, lawyer or advocate who undertakes to act on behalf of a 

     spouse in a divorce proceeding

(a) to draw to the attention of the spouse the provisions of this Act that have as their object the 

      reconciliation of spouses, and 

(b) to discuss with the spouse the possibility of the reconciliation of the spouses and to inform the 

      spouse of the marriage counselling or guidance facilities known to him or her that might be able 

      to assist the spouses to achieve a reconciliation, unless the circumstances of the case are of such 

      a nature that it would clearly not be appropriate to do so.

    (2)  It is the duty of every barrister, solicitor, lawyer or advocate who undertakes to act on behalf of a 

           spouse in a divorce proceeding to discuss with the spouse the advisability of negotiating the 

           matters that may be the subject of a support order or a custody order and to inform the spouse 

           of the mediation facilities known to him or her that might be able to assist the spouses in 

           negotiating those matters.

Signature of lawyer

[type or print name]

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:



Page 10 of 18Last updated 18March2013

FORM F3 

(RULE 4-1 (1))

In the Supreme Court of British Columbia

Registry

No.

Claimant:

Respondent:

SCHEDULE 2 – CHILDREN 
THIS IS SCHEDULE 2 TO THE CLAIMANT’S NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM.

1     Identification of child(ren)

The claimant is asking for an order in respect of the following child or children:

Child's Full 

Legal Name

Child's Birth 

Date  

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Child's  

Relationship 

to the Claimant

Child's  

Relationship to 

the Respondent

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	
 � � � � �  � �  � �� �  � ��
dd/mmm/yyyy]

Child now  

living with

[if more space is required - attach page and state "See Attached"]

2     Orders sought

The claimant is asking for the following order(s): [Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

(a) an order respecting arrangements for parenting for a child or children  

[Complete sections 3 and 4 below.]

(b) an order for child support [Complete sections 5 to 7 below.]

3     Current parenting arrangements  
  

Current arrangements for parenting are:

[state the reason]

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Schedule 2: Children

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
If you don't have children or aren't asking for any orders about the children, including orders for child support, skip the entire schedule.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 1: "Identification of Children"

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 3: "Current Arrangements for Parenting"

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Orders Available in this Schedule:· Custody and access under the Divorce Act· Parental responsibilities, parenting time and    	contact under the Family Law Act · Child support and the payment of special expenses

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
Under "child's relationship to the claimant" and "child's relationship to the respondent," what you're supposed to say is "natural child," "adopted child" or "stepchild."

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
Here you should be describing, as simply as possible, how you and the other side are looking after the children now that you've separated. It can be really tempting to get down into the muck and dish some dirt, but avoid the temptation. If you say something mean and spiteful — even if it's true! — you risk annoying the other side and making your conflict worse than it already is.
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4     Proposed arrangement for parenting 
  

The claimant proposes the following arrangements for parenting 

[set out terms of proposed order sought in relation to arrangements for parenting including custody, guardianship, parenting 

arrangements or contact with a child]:

[state the reason]

 The claimant is asking for an order under 

 [Check one or both of the following boxes, as applicable.]

 the Divorce Act (Canada) the Family Law Act

 5     Current child support arrangements 

  

Current child support arrangements are:

6     Income of person being asked to pay child support  
         [Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete any required information.]

The claimant does not know the income of the person being asked to pay child support

The claimant believes that the income of the person being asked to pay child support is $

based on these facts:

7     Proposed child support arrangements  
         [Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

The claimant is asking for:

support in the amount set out in the child support guidelines table for the following child(ren):

[names]

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 6: "Income of Person Asked to Pay Child Support"

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 7: "Proposed Child Support Arrangements"

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
If you're asking for an order that you pay child support to your ex, this paragraph applies to you. If you asking for an order that your ex pay child support to you, fill out the information about your ex's situation.Where it asks you for the facts which explain why you believe your ex's income is a certain amount, you might say something like "because I prepared his income tax return for last year," "because he told me this was his income," "because her boss told me that this is what she makes" or "because this is the average wage of junior carpenters according to Statistics Canada."

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
"Special expenses" are the children's expenses for big-ticket items like daycare, music lessons, summer camp, school trips, tutoring, sports teams and so forth. Although not every expense will qualify as a special expenses, you should probably write them down anyway.
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special or extraordinary expenses in accordance with section 7 of the child support guidelines for the 

following child(ren):

[names]

by consent, an order for support in an amount different than the amount set out in the child support 

guidelines table for the following child(ren):

[names]

The claimant is asking for an order for child support under  

[Check one or both of the following boxes, as applicable.]

the Divorce Act (Canada) the Family Law Act

Date:

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]

 Note to Claimant AND Respondent: you must file financial information (Form F8) if:

• there is a claim against you for support of a child, OR 

• you are claiming child support unless all of the following conditions apply: 

    (a) you are making no claim for any other kind of support; 

    (b) the child support is for children who are not stepchildren; 

    (c) none of the children for whom child support is claimed is 19 years of age or older; 

    (d) the income of the party being asked to pay child support is under $150 000 per year; 

    (e) you are not applying for special expenses under section 7 of the child support guidelines; 

    (f) you are not applying for an order under section 8 of the child support guidelines; 

    (g) you are not applying for an order under section 9 of the child support guidelines; 

    (h) you are not making a claim based on undue hardship under section 10 of the child support guidelines. 

If you do not file the financial information that is required, the court may attribute an amount of income  to 

you, and make a support award against you, based on that amount.
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FORM F3 

(RULE 4-1 (1))

In the Supreme Court of British Columbia

Registry

No.

Claimant:

Respondent:

SCHEDULE 3 – SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
THIS IS SCHEDULE 3 TO THE CLAIMANT’S NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM.

1     Current arrangements for spousal support

Current spousal support arrangements are:

2     Proposed spousal support arrangements  
         [Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

The claimant is asking for an order for spousal support as follows:

[set out terms of proposed order sought in relation to spousal support]

The claimant is asking for an order for spousal support under  
[Check one or both of the following boxes, as applicable.]

 the Divorce Act (Canada)   the Family Law Act

3     Income of claimant and respondent

The claimant's gross annual income is $

[Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete any required information.]

The claimant does not know what the claimant's spouse’s income is

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Schedule 3: Spousal Support

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
If you're not asking for spousal support, or if you're not married or don't qualify as a "spouse" under the Family Law Act, skip this schedule.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Orders Available in this Schedule· Spousal support

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 2: "Proposed Spousal Support Arrangements"

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
Describe how much support you'd like to get, or to pay, how often it should be paid and the length of time it should be paid for. The length of time for a spousal support order can be tricky. You might be specific, and say something like "for five years," or you might link the end of support to "when the claimant obtains full-time employment" or "two years after the claimant finishes job training," or you might just say "indefinitely."



Page 14 of 18Last updated 18March2013

The claimant believes that the claimant's spouse’s gross annual income is $

based on these facts:

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:

Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]

Note to Claimant AND Respondent: you must file financial information (Form F8) if there is a claim by you 

or against you for spousal support. 

If you do not file the financial information that is required, the court may attribute an amount of income to you 

and make a support award against you, based on that income.
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SCHEDULE 4 – PROPERTY 
THIS IS SCHEDULE 4 TO THE CLAIMANT’S NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM.

Registry

No.

Claimant:

Respondent:

1     The claimant's claims

A     Property and debt claims under the Family Law Act 

[Check whichever one of the following boxes is correct and complete any required information in relation to family 

property and family debt, as those terms are defined in the Family Law Act.] 

  

The claimant is asking for an order for:    

equal division of family property and family debt

unequal division of family property and family debt

[set out details of proposed unequal division and the grounds on which it is made]

The address and legal description of any real property in which the claimant claim an interest as a family asset is:

B     Other property claims 

The claimant claims:   

[Check the correct box(es) and complete the required information.]

an order for compensation instead of an interest in the property described as:

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Schedule 4: Property

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
If you're not asking for orders about property (including family property, family debt or excluded property), skip this schedule.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Orders Available in this Schedule

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
· Equal or unequal division of family property and family debt under the Family Law Act · Division of excluded property under the Family Law Act · An interest, or compensation for an interest, in other property based on other legal principles · The registration of a Certificate of Pending Litigation (a kind of lien) against the title of real property under the Land Title Act

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 1A: "Property and Debt Claims under the Family Law Act"

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
This part is only for claims to split family property and family debt; read the definition of these terms at ss. 84 and 86 of the Family Law Act.If you are asking for anything other than an equal split, you have to explain why and it'll help if you read the reasons why the court can make such orders at s. 95(2) of the Family Law Act. You don't get to ask for more of the property because your ex cheated on you, or was unpleasant or lazy. You should limit your explanation to the one or more of the reasons set out in s. 95(2).The "legal description" of property is the long description you'll find in your Notice of Assessment, property tax levy or the contract for the purchase of the property, that talks about lot numbers, blocks and parcel identifier numbers and looks like this:PID: 123-456-789Lot 12, District Lot 34, Block 56, Plan 789, New Westminster Land DistrictYou need to include all of this information in the form.

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Paragraph 1B: "Other Property Claims"

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
This part is where you can ask for:a share of excluded property; an interest in property under the principles of unjust enrichment and trusts; an interest in property resulting from a contract; or,an interest in property under any law other than the Family Law Act or common law principles.An "order for compensation instead of an interest in the property" means that you want to get cash for your interest in the property rather than to become a legal co-owner of the property in which you have the interest.
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[identify every property for which compensation is claimed and if compensation is claimed for real property,  

provide theaddress and legal description of that real property]

         on the following grounds:

[set out the grounds on which any claim under this paragraph for interest or compensation is based]

2     Certificate of Pending Litigation

The claimant is applying for a Certificate of Pending Litigation to be registered against the following real 

property:

[provide the legal description of every real property against which a Certificate of Pending Litigation is to be registered]

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:

Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]
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SCHEDULE 5 – OTHER ORDERS 
THIS IS SCHEDULE 5 TO THE CLAIMANT’S NOTICE OF FAMILY CLAIM.

Registry

No.

Claimant:

Respondent:

The claimant is asking for the following orders:

an order under the Name Act that my name be changed

[current full legal name]

      

from:   

Surname

,

First Name Second Name Third Name

[current full legal name]

to: 
,

the following orders under the Family Law Act  

[using numbered paragraphs, set out any orders sought under the Family Law Act that are not referred to in 

Schedules 1 to 4 and the sections of that Act under which those orders are sought]

1

2

3

[if more space is required - attach page and state "See Attached"]

other orders  

[using numbered paragraphs, set out terms of other proposed orders and the authority under which those 

orders are sought]

1

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Schedule 5: Other Orders

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
This is where the form gets interesting, because this is where you can ask for the orders that weren't listed in the other schedules. 

JP Boyd
Sticky Note
Orders you could ask for under the Family Law Act include:Married Relationships· An declaration that a marriage is annulled or is void. Children· A declaration about who are the parents of a child, or an order that a parentage test be performed · A declaration about who are the guardians of a child · An order that somebody be appointed or removed as the guardian of a child · An order that someone's parenting time or contact be on conditions, like not smoking or not drinking when with the child, or be supervised · An order that a guardian must not relocate with the child without the court's permission or your agreement · An order enforcing an agreement on parental responsibilities, parenting time or contact · An order changing an agreement on parental responsibilities, parenting time or contact · An order recognizing or superseding an order on parental responsibilities, parenting time or contact made outside British Columbia · An order for the appointment of a mental health professional to prepare a needs of the child assessment · An order for the appointment of a mental health professional or anther person to prepare a views of the child report · An order for the appointment of a parenting coordinator when the final order or a final agreement is madeChild Support and Spousal Support· An order that income be imputed to someone, usually for the calculation of that person's child support obligation or share of the children's special expenses · An order for the payment of the mother's prenatal and birth expenses · An order that support be paid wholly or partially as a lump sum · An order that an obligation to pay child support or spousal support be retroactive, that is, that it start at an earlier point in time · An order that an obligation to pay child support or spousal support must be paid by the payor's estate after his or her death · An order changing an agreement for child support or spousal support · An order for the payment of arrears of child support or spousal support · An order for the cancellation or reduction of arrears of child support or spousal supportProperty· An order for the interim division or sale of family property, including to pay for out-of-court dispute resolution · An order that only you have the right to live in the house, called an order for "exclusive occupancy" · An order that someone pay the rent, taxes, utilities and other costs of the family home, or that someone be prevented from cancelling the utilities for the family home · An order that someone be prevented from selling property or using it as collateral for a loan · An order for the appointment of a joint expert to value property or a businessSafety· An order restricting communication and contact between you and the other party · An order that someone not go to a certain place or places · An order that someone be prevented from carrying weapons · An order that the police must remove someone from the family homeCourt and Other Processes· An order cancelling or discontinuing someone's claim · A declaration that the British Columbia court doesn't have jurisdiction to hear a claim · An order that someone must give you certain documents in his or her possession · An order that you and the other party must try dispute resolution like mediation, collaborative settlement processes or arbitration · An order that you, the other party and/or the child must attend counselling

JP Boyd
Typewritten Text
Orders you could ask for under the Family Law Act include:
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2

3

[if more space is required - attach page and state "See Attached"]

[dd/mmm/yyyy]

Date:

Signature of

Claimant Lawyer for claimant

[type or print name]




